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Arizona State University 
PHI 371: Philosophy of Sport 
Date/Time: T/TH 3-4:15 pm 

Location: Tempe DH 109

Instructor Information: 
Shawn E. Klein, Ph.D. 
sklein@asu.edu 
Office: COOR 3324 
Phone: 480-965-5778 
Office Hours: By appointment 

Course Description: 
An inquiry into philosophical issues in sport. Topics and readings will vary, but may include: the 
nature and definition of sport, an examination of the main theories of sport, metaphysical and 
epistemological issues, and the aesthetics of sport. Since PHI 370 Sports Ethics examines ethical 
issues in sport, this course will not primarily deal with ethical issues. 

Student Learning Objectives: 

• Identify the philosophical terms used.

• Analyze the differences between sport and other related activities.

• Describe and evaluate the different philosophical theories of sport.

Readings & Other Requirements: 

• All assigned readings and videos are available on Canvas, the library, or on the internet.

• Regular access to the internet and ASU email is required.

• We will be using Canvas and Yellowdig.

Grading and Evaluation  
All students start with 0 points and earn points in the course of the semester through participation 
and various assignments. 

Final grades are based on a 400-point system consisting of the following: 

Unit Reading Quizzes 100 

Yellowdig Participation 100 

Student Presentations (x2) 120 

Final Exam 80 

Total: 400 

The grading scale is as follows: 

 390 - 400 98 – 100 % A+ 

 374 - 389 94 – 97% A 
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**Disclaimer**
This syllabus is to be used as a guideline only.  The information provided is a summary of topics to be covered in the class.
Information contained in this document such as assignments, grading scales, due dates, office hours, required books and materials may be from
a previous semester and are subject to change. Please refer to your instructor for the most recent version of the syllabus.
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 358 - 373 90 – 93 % A- 

 346 - 357 87 – 89 % B+ 

 334 - 345 84 – 86 % B 

 318 - 333 80 – 83 % B- 

 306 - 317 77 – 79 % C+ 

 278 -305 70 – 76 % C 

 238 - 277 60 – 69 % D 

 0 - 237  0 – 59 % E 

Class Participation & Attendance:  
Class participation is an essential part of the philosophical process and classroom learning. Class 
participation includes actively taking part in class and group discussions. 

Attendance and participation are expected and a necessary condition of being able to pass the class. 
Multiple absences may result in grade reductions. 

Unit Reading Quizzes 
At the start of each unit, there will be a quiz covering the assigned reading materials. These Canvas 
quizzes will usually be ten, one point questions, typically multiple choice or true/false. Quizzes may 
be taken twice with the highest scored attempt counting. No late quizzes are accepted. Each 
morning following the quiz, a quiz review will be posted to Canvas covering select questions.  

See Canvas for more information. 

Unit Videos and Key Questions Videos
Each unit will have associated video(s) to watch. These will provide an overview and context for 
the assigned readings and arguments in these readings. They will also go over the questions and/or 
prompts for the weekly discussions. 

The Key Questions videos provide you with questions to guide your reading and thinking about the 
assigned reading materials. These questions guide you towards the main points to help you to 
understand the readings more effectively. Additionally, these questions are a good self-test of your 
comprehension of the unit material. If you can give answers to the questions, you probably have a 
solid understanding of the unit. The presentation assignments are also connected to the Key 
Questions. These questions may also form the basis for many of the final exam questions

Weekly Readings 
Attached to this syllabus, there is a listing of the tentative weekly reading list. These are articles 
culled from leading philosophy of sport journals and other sources. They will be available on 
Canvas either as link to the ASU Library for the full text PDF or as a direct PDF download. Use the 
quizzes and the unit videos to guide you through these articles. 

See Canvas for more information. 
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Yellowdig Discussion and Participation
Yellowdig is a social media platform designed for higher education. Yellowdig integrates with 
Canvas, allowing students and instructors to interact and engage with each other about course 
content.  

Yellowdig will be an ongoing, regular discussion of questions and ideas brought up in class and in 
the readings. You will earn points weekly by participating through posting and commenting on this 
platform. You can also earn points by sharing items (an article, podcast, etc.) that are relevant to the 
issues raised in the discussion or readings. Yellowdig is a significant part of your final grade, so 
regular and satisfactory participation is necessary for a good or even passing grade. There is a points 
buffer in each period that allows you to earn more than the weekly maximum of points to help you 
catch up for participation periods that maybe have been missed. 

See Canvas for more information. 

Student Presentations
For each unit, a subset of the class will be assigned a reading selection from the given module. 
These students will present in writing material from this selection to the class on Yellowdig. The 
presentation takes the form of a concise paper, about one typed page that is submitted both on 
Canvas and shared on Yellowdig. Each student will be assigned three article presentations and the 
lowest scoring presentation will be dropped.

See Canvas for instructions, requirements, and more information.

Final Exam
There will be a comprehensive final exam. This will cover all material in the course. It will be a mix 
of multiple choice, fill in the blank, and short answer/essay questions. The questions will be similar 
to questions on the weekly quizzes and Key Questions videos.

Extra Credit 
There are no extra credit assignments. 

Late Work: 
Notify the instructor before an assignment is due if an urgent situation arises and the assignment will 
not be submitted on time. Published assignment due dates (local Arizona time) are strictly enforced. 
Late assignments are not accepted except where University policies require accommodation or 
student has prior permission from instructor. For information on accommodations related to 
religious observances/practices see ACD 304–04 “Accommodations for Religious Practices:” 
https://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-04.html. For information on accommodations 
related to university-sanctioned events/activities see ACD 304–02 “Missed Classes Due to 
University-Sanctioned Activities:” https://www.asu.edu/aad/manuals/acd/acd304-02.html.   

Cell phones and other electronics: 
All cell-phones, pagers, and other electronic devices must be turned off or silent during class times. 
Texting or messaging of any kind is not permitted during class. Talk with the instructor if there is a legitimate 
reason that you need such a device on during class. The instructor reserves the right to remove a 
student or reduce participation grade if they fail to follow this policy. 
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It is permissible to use a laptop in class to access class related materials and take notes, but this 
privilege will be suspended if the laptop is used for a purpose unrelated to classroom activities. 

You must get instructor approval for recording of classroom activities. 

Electronic Communication: 
Unless otherwise noted, I will respond to all emails and course inquiries within 24 hours on 
weekdays and on the next business day following weekends and official school breaks. Always feel 
free to send a second email if you do not receive a response within these time limits as the email may 
not have been received. (This sometimes occurs if the email is sent from a non-ASU email address 
or some unfamiliar app.) If you send emails outside of Canvas, please put the course ID e.g. PHI 
370 in the subject line of the email and include your full name, so I can better assist you in a timely 
manner.  

Email and Internet: 
ASU email is an official means of communication among students, faculty, and staff. Students are 
expected to read and act upon emails/announcements within 24 hours. Students bear the 
responsibility of missed messages and should check their ASU-assigned email regularly. All 
instructor correspondence will be sent to your ASU email account and the instructor strongly 
recommends that you have not disabled the Canvas option of receiving the announcements via 
email. We will be using Canvas, Zoom, and Slack. For technology assistance: 

https://uto.asu.edu/ExperienceCenter/chat 

Academic Integrity:   
Academic honesty is expected of all students in all examinations, papers, and laboratory work, 
academic transactions and records. Academic dishonesty will, in most case, result in course failure. 
Other possible sanctions include, but are not limited to, appropriate grade penalties, course failure 
(indicated on the transcript as a grade of E), course failure due to academic dishonesty (indicated on 
the transcript as a grade of XE), loss of registration privileges, disqualification and dismissal. For 
more information, see http://provost.asu.edu/academicintegrity. 

Use of Course Sharing or Research Sharing Websites: 
Course sharing or “research” sites are websites that allow students to share course materials with 
other students. They purport to be for reference or academic support purposes, but are most often 
used as a means of academic misconduct. Materials (slides, videos, quizzes, etc.) created by the 
instructor are protected by copyright, and sharing constitutes a violation of copyright. Sharing of 
work or assignments produced for the class may be a violation of ASU’s Academic Integrity Policy 
(referenced above). In addition to the ASU's academic integrity policies as covered above, if any 
student is caught engaging in academic misconduct by using or sharing quiz questions, results, or 
any part of any class assessment with others or posting any course materials including those created 
by the students themselves on social media, blogs, apps, or course sharing websites such as Course 
Hero, Study Blue, ResearchGate, etc., they will receive an E. Instructor will also forward such cases 
to the Dean’s office and recommend an XE. This may even entail a retrospective grade change. For 
instance, if you earn a B in the class, but after the class is over you decide to post course content or 
assignments on sites such as Course Hero, I will petition for your grade to be changed to an E or 
XE depending on the severity of the offense. 
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Students should also not use work posted on such websites as sources for their work. Such use, even 
when appropriately attributed and cited, may still be a violation of ASU’s Academic Integrity Policy. 
Moreover, it is shoddy and poor scholarship. 

Prohibition of Commercial Note Taking Services: 
In accordance with ACD 304-06 Commercial Note Taking Services, written permission must be 
secured from the official instructor of the class in order to sell the instructor's oral communication 
in the form of notes. Notes must have the notetaker's name as well as the instructor's name, the 
course number, and the date. 

Copyright: 
The course content, including lectures, are copyrighted materials. Students may not share outside the 
class, upload, sell, or distribute course content or notes taken during the conduct of the course. 
Students must refrain from uploading to any course shell, discussion board, or website used by the 
course instructor or other course forum, material that is not the student's original work, unless the 
students first comply with all applicable copyright laws; instructor reserves the right to delete 
materials on the grounds of suspected copyright infringement.  

Classroom Behavior:  
It is expected that all students will behave in a polite, respectable manner at all times, and that they 
will always be tolerant and civil towards their fellow students and instructor. This applies to online 
discussions and engagements as well. Any other behavior at any time will not be tolerated. The 
instructor reserves the right to remove a student if they fail to follow this policy. 

Threatening Behavior: 
All incidents and allegations of violent or threatening conduct by an ASU student (whether on-or off 
campus) must be reported to the ASU Police Department (ASU PD) and the Office of the Dean of 
Students. If either office determines that the behavior poses or has posed a serious threat to 
personal safety or to the welfare of the campus, the student will not be permitted to return to 
campus or reside in any ASU residence hall until an appropriate threat assessment has been 
completed and, if necessary, conditions for return are imposed. ASU PD, the Office of the Dean of 
Students, and other appropriate offices will coordinate the assessment in light of the relevant 
circumstances. 

Dropping/Withdrawal: 
It is part of a student's academic responsibility to decide whether or not to drop or withdraw from a 
course once enrolled. If you find this course does not meet your needs or that you need to withdraw 
for some other reason, you must take the appropriate actions to drop or withdraw from the course. 
If you need to withdraw but are unable to come to campus, please contact me via telephone or 
email. Instructor will not drop any students for non-attendance. 

Reporting Title IX violations: 
Title IX is a federal law that provides that no person be excluded on the basis of sex from 
participation in, be denied benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education 
program or activity.  Both Title IX and university policy make clear that sexual violence and 
harassment based on sex is prohibited.  An individual who believes they have been subjected to 
sexual violence or harassed on the basis of sex can seek support, including counseling and academic 
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support, from the university.  If you or someone you know has been harassed on the basis of sex or 
sexually assaulted, you can find information and resources at 
https://sexualviolenceprevention.asu.edu/faqs.  

As a mandated reporter, I am obligated to report any information I become aware of regarding 
alleged acts of sexual discrimination, including sexual violence and dating violence.  ASU Counseling 
Services, https://eoss.asu.edu/counseling, is available if you wish discuss any concerns 
confidentially and privately. 

Disability Accommodations:  
Students who feel they will need disability accommodations in this class but have not registered with 
the Student Accessibility and Inclusive Learning Services (SAILS) should contact SAILS 
immediately. You can reach SAILS staff at: 480-965-1234 (V), 480-965-9000 (TTY).  For additional 
information, visit https://eoss.asu.edu/accessibility 

Qualified students with disabilities who will require disability accommodations in this class are 
encouraged to make their requests to me at the beginning of the semester either during office hours 
or by appointment. Note: Prior to receiving disability accommodations, verification of eligibility 
from the Student Accessibility and Inclusive Learning Services (SAILS) is required. Disability 
information is confidential.   
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Tentative Weekly Reading and Schedule 

• Dates, topics, order, and specific reading assignments subject to change.

• All readings available on Canvas (as a direct PDF download or link to ASU Library for

Full Text access)

Week One: Introduction and overview 

Week Two: Defining Sport 

• Assigned Readings:

o Bernard Suits, "The Elements of Sport" in Osterhoudt, Robert G. The Philosophy

of Sport: a Collection of Original Essays. Springfield, Ill., Thomas, 1973

o McBride, Frank. “Toward A Non Definition of Sport.” Journal of the Philosophy

of Sport, vol. 2, 1975, pp. 4–11.

Week Three and Four: Sport and Play 

• Assigned Readings:

o Suits, Bernard. “Words on Play.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, vol. 4, 1977,

pp. 117–131.

o Roochnik, David. “Play and Sport.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, vol. 2,

1975, pp. 36-44.

o Feezell, Randolph. “A Pluralist Conception of Play.” Journal of the Philosophy of

Sport, vol. 37, 2010, pp. 147-165.

Week Five and Six: Sport and Games 

• Assigned Reading:

o Suits, Bernard. “Tricky Triad: Games, Play, and Sport.” Journal of the Philosophy

of Sport, vol. 15, 1988, p. 1-10.

o Meier, Klaus V. “Triad Trickery: Playing With Sport and Games.” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 15, 1988, pp. 11–30.

o C. Thi Nguyen, “Philosophy of Games.” Philosophy Compass, Vol. 12, No. 8,

2017, p 1-18.

Week Seven: Sport and Art 

• Assigned Readings:

o Cordner, Christopher. “Differences Between Sport and Art.” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 15, no. 1, 1988, pp. 31–47.

o Holt, Jason. “Sport as art, dance as sport.” AUC Kinanthropologica, Vol. 53, No.

2, pp. 138–145.

Week Eight: Are E-Sports Sport? 
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• Assigned Readings:

o Parry, Jim, “E-sports are Not Sports.” Sports, Ethics and Philosophy, Vol 13,

2019, pp 3-18.

o Gawrysiak, Joey, “E-sport: Video Games as Sport” in Defining Sport, edited by

Shawn E. Klein, Lexington Books, 2016, pp 207-221

Spring Break  

Week Nine: Theories of Sport: Formalism 

• Assigned Reading:

o D’Agostino, Fred. “The Ethos of Games.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, vol.

8, no. 1, Fall 1981, pp. 7–18.

o Morgan, William J. “The Logical Incompatibility Thesis and Rules: A

Reconsideration of Formalism as an Account of Games.” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 14, no. 1, Jan. 1987, pp. 1–20.

Weeks Ten and Eleven: Theories of Sport: Broad Internalism/Interpretivism 

• Assigned Readings:

o Simon, Robert. “Internalism and Internal Values in Sport.” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 27, no. 1, 2000, pp. 1–16.

o Russell, John.  “Are Rules All an Umpire Has to Work With?” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 26, 1999, pp. 27–49.

o Dixon, Nicholas. “Canadian Figure Skaters, French Judges, and Realism in

Sport.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, vol. 30, no 2, 2003, pp. 103–116.

Week Twelve: Theories of Sport: Practices and Narratives 

• Assigned Readings:

o Brown, W. Miller. “Practices and Prudence.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport,

vol. 17, no. 1, Jan. 1990, pp. 71–84

o Gleaves, John. “Sport as Meaningful Narratives.” Journal of the Philosophy of

Sport, vol. 44, 2017, pp. 29–43.

Week Thirteen:  Theories of Sport: Deep Conventionalism 

• Assigned Readings:

o Morgan, William. “Broad Internalism, Deep Conventions, Moral Entrepreneurs,

and Sport.” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, vol. 39, 2012, pp. 65–100.

o Moore, Eric. “Against Deep Conventionalism.” Journal of the Philosophy of

Sport, vol. 45, no. 3, 2018, pp. 228–40.

Week Fourteen: Mind and Body 

• Assigned Readings:
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o Sheets-Johnstone, Maxine, “Rationality and Caring: An Ontogenetic and 
Phylogenetic Perspective,” Journal of the Philosophy of Sport, Vol. 29, no. 2, 
2002, pp. 136-148.

o Breivik, Gunnar. “Zombie-Like or Superconscious? A Phenomenological and 
Conceptual Analysis of Consciousness In Elite Sport.” Journal of the 
Philosophy of Sport, Vol. 40, no 1, 2013, pp. 1–22.

Week Fifteen: Knowing in Sport 

• Assigned Readings:

o Steel, Margaret, “What We Know When We Know A Game,” Journal of the

Philosophy of Sport, vol. 4, no. 1, 1977, pp. 96-103.

o Birch, Jens Erling, “Skills - do we really know what kind of knowledge they are?”

Sport, ethics and philosophy, Vol.10, no. 3, 2016, pp.237-250

Finals Week 

• Final Exam Due
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