**Disclaimer**

This syllabus is to be used as a guideline only. The information provided 1s a summary of topics to be covered in the class.
Information contained in this document such as assignments, grading scales, due dates, oflice hours, required books and
materials may be from a previous semesier and are subject to change, Please refer to your instructor for the most recent
version of the svllabus,

Course Syllabus Bioethics/philocophy320
*This is a guide only and svbject to change”
Spring, 2022, Arizona State University

Secsion B March 14 - April 29th, 2022

CLASS TIME & ATTENDANCE

-Any reference to time made by the professor, teaching ascistant, or student chall be vnderstood
ac the time zone in Phoenix, AZ (unlese otherwise ctated. )*

-This is an asynchronous course, i.e., you can watch lectures on your cchedvle and do not need to

be logged in at any particvlar time or day.

BOOKS

Note 1- The two books below (Campbell and Kaebnick) MUST be in your poscession (or otherwise
available to you) by the first day, of couvrse. This is a requirement to take the course. If you don't
Follow it, you risk losing some or all of the educational value. Said differently, you cannot fake thic
course as designed without purchasing, renting, borrowing, or using some other method to ascure
that you have on-demand accecs fo the course books from the first day of the course to the last.
IF you lack this on-demand accecs fo the required texts, it might be best to withdraw from the
course. If you encounter any trovble accecsing the required books, please contact me acap. I will

help when and if I can, but I cannot guarantee that my efforts will cucceed.

Note 2-Be cure you are gefting the correct editions. Older or newer editions might not have the
required material. Also, even when older editions have the material, the chapter title is sometimes

altered, and the page numbers will mismatch.
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Bioethice the basice by Alastair Campbell 2nd edition (2017) publiched by Routledge. You can purchase the e-book version
on Amazon. There i also a hardcopy version which is fine as long as it ic the cecond edition.

ISBN-13: 9280915290314
DIGITAL ISBN-13: 9281351818155 ISBN-10: 041529031X
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Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Bioethical Icsues by Gregory Kaebnick, 18th edition, publiched by McGraw-Hill.

ISBN-13: 9281260488333
ISBN-10: 12604883

PROFESSOR INFORMATION Profescor: Maura. Priest, Ph.D., M.A., M.S.

OFFICE HOURS & CONTACT

I am always happy to set up a time to meet via video conference or phone. However, please email me to set up an
appointment because we have different schedules. Alternatively, you can always give me a call on my cell even withovt a
licence. I am pretty good af answering my phone, but if I dont, please text and fet me know you called and when I can call
back. For example, ‘Hi profeccor. The misced call from number XXX was from me. My name ic Shawn and, I am in your
CLASS NAME (always say the class name I feach more than one). You can call me back during XXX times.”

EMALL CONTACT

mpriect2@asu.edu

CONTACT ME AT THE ABOVE EMAIL ADDRESS & NOT THROUGH THE CANVAS
EMALL SYSTEM.

PHONE CONTACT

(1) First choice. Uce when poscible. 604-992-0041

(2) This is a text line only. Please only use it if the above number doesn’t go throuvgh
360-520-58396

PHONE CONTACT

This is the firct of ceveral times in this syllabus that I will strese the need fo check the covrse
announcements requlorly. You chould also read all pre-wriften course announcemente by the end
of the first week of the couvrse. There is no assigned reading for week 1. With some pre-wriften
annovncements, you only have to open them and read the beginning. Once you know what it is

about, you should know whether to read or now or return later in the covrse.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This class ic an overview of varying philosophical perspectives in bivethice (bioethics inclodes
medical, environmental, and animal ethics), with a particular focus on medical ethics. Medical
ethice ic an advancing field amongst professional philosophere and profecsionals working in the
healthcare field, e.g., physicians, nurses, hospital managers, and caretakers. The healthcare world
ic teeming with ethical problems, and recolving these problems involves special coordination that
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ic not alwaye nececscary in other moral areas of fife. When individuals run into ethical difemmas in
their personal fives, deciding them is often up fo them alone. But ethical difemmas in medicine and
healthcare almost always demand coordination between medical profescionals, the patients
themeelves, and family members/loved ones; each ,berrou/group of percons have different areas of
expertise and experience. Perhape disagreements can be intense and hard to resolve becavse of
cuch differences. So hard that many hospitals now have their team of professional ethics
consultants. Bivethice conculfants ucvally have undergone philosophical training focused on
ethical principles, incredibly unique ethical principles that have been identified as especially
important for the medical domain. This class will delve into these principles and their philosophical
foundations and then apply them to real-life medical problems.

The couvrce involves an ethical diccuscion about common medical dilemmas in a wide range of
circumstances. After thic cource, ctudents chould have a breadth of knowledge concerning medical
ethice in general and an even more profound underctanding of some cignificant historical and
confemporary debates, including freedom of conscience, currogate decision making, and mandafing
vaccinations. In addition, ctudents are expected to demonstrate their ability to engage in
profecsional discussion (through diccuscion forums and partnered Zoom acsignment discussions)

relevant fo the course readings, lectures, and ascignmentc.

This covrse can be bifurcated into two primary focuses: general bivethical principles and theories.
Principles and theories are general rules and quidelines that help ve understand various
cituations. An example of an ethical quideline is, “do not lie without a good reason.” This quideline
helpe us consider whether or not to tell a lie. A medical ethics quideline would be specific fo medical
ethics, such as ‘keep the patient informed.” Second, the couvrse involvee a philosophical analysis of
real-life medical dilemmas. We will often focve on fwe oppocing viewpoints concerning a specific
ethical quandary, and students will practice raising points for and against each poscibifity.

GOALS & STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Students should develop an in-depth understanding of several critical iscues in contemporary
medical ethics.

2. Students should critically engage with the readings to point ovt pofential problems with the
author's arquments and positions. Throughout the semecter, critical reading ckills should improve
3. Students should begin to develop autonomous ideas about medical ethics to the point that they
can defend their own opinions, ideally, opinions that are different from those already expressed in
the literature.

4. Throughout the cource, ctudents chould practice, and improve upon, their ability to have
philocophical diccuscions (online) with their clasemates. Skille involved in thic endeavor include the
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ability to critique the views of others politely, the ability to point sut ways in which the ideas of
others could be improved,
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WARNING

This is a participation-based class, and ascignmente and discussions must be completed
throughout the ferm. There will be a few ascignments where you must communicate, coordinate,
and engage one-on-one with randomly assigned clasemates over Zoom. If you are looking for a
course, you can pass by saving everything to the last minute; this ic not it. If you are looking for a

course that requirec no interaction with other classmates, this ic not it.

This couvrse is different.

This covrse will probably be a bit, unlike your other classec. My goal ac a professor is afways first
and foremost to improve ctudents’ ckifle in thinking, discussing, speaking, reading, and writing. My
method is influenced by my experience ac a life-long athlete and long-time athletic coach. I like to
think of myself as a philosophy coach, more than a teacher or professor. A coach explains how to
do something correctly. They might demonctrate it, but most importantly, the decign activities
that enable their players fo practice the game in a way that improves performance. The couvrge is
designed with that in mind.

ASSTGNMENTS AND -
ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES
(also licted at the bottom of the syllaboe via the reading schedule).

XRXX X Note -cee cource pre-wriften announcements for forther deccription and for hints/advice
on how to get the moct out of each acsignment. Additional suggestions guide you in respect to
gradeg.

Autobiography and Photo Ascignment
Due Svnday of week 1

Syllabus Quiz

Due Svnday of week 1

Reading Quizzes

Due Svnday weeks-2-7

Reading Diccuscion Posts
Due Svnday weeks 2-6




Philosophy 320 Syllabus 5

Extended Partner Diccuscion
Due Svnday week ¢

Partuner Peer Review Assignment

Due Svnday Week 7

Video Post
Due Svnday weeks 6

Video Reply
Due Sunday week 7

Final Project
Due to the last day of Secsion B covrsee

Plato’s project (cemi optional)
Sunday of weeke 3 and 5
On the last day of the course

Aristotle’e Assignment (cemi optional)
Sundayge of weeks 2,9 and 6
On the last day of the course

ASSIGNMENT DESCRIPTIONS

Autobiography/ phots assignment
Write a 2-page (double cpaced) autobiography. Tell me anything you want about yourself, but please

don't make vp i vi 2 le¢. Pleace include a (tasctefuvl and a ‘ate! o

have a face With & name. [ou can TaFn in thic acsighment 1aTe and <till earn fall credit, bat if late,
you need to write an additional page where you answer this question: How, if at all, ic being a
healthy person related to being a morally g00d person?

Syllabus quiz
A quiz about thic syllabus chould be easy if you read the entire syllabus and hard if you did not.
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Reading quizzes

Each Monday, I will poct a quiz on the reading and the lecture due on the upcoming Qma/ag. The
quiz ic to make cure students complete the reading. It is NOT tecting vnderstanding of the reading.
There are four quections on the quiz, and each question is either multiple choice or true/false.
Answering at least three corvectly ic a pass, and less than three ic a failure. The quizzes are an
extended form of a midferm or final exam, co there will be no midterm or final exam, just a midterm

and final project.

Weekty reading/lecture discussion post

A discussion post based on the week's materiale will be posted on Monday and ic due on Sunday.
(excluding weeks 1,7 & 8.) You write a 200 -300-word answer to “one” of the two quectione. You
then write a 100-200 reply to *two” clacemates. You can reply to any clasemates, even if they did

not ancwer the came question as you answered.

Extended partner discussion (midterm project)

You will randomly be ascigned a partner in the course. You and your partner are to have a
45-minute discussion, where you answer quections that I will write and distribute. In addition, you
will upload a recording of the debate to canvas. The idea is to engage with the material

intellectually, gain a perspective outside your own, and do co thorovghly that can't be done in the

discugsion. ques tions.

Video poct & reply (Two ascignments, hence, two due dates)

You will post a video related to the covrse between 10 and 20 minutec. This ic a video you find (likely
on YouTube), not oune you make. You are to write about 200 words explaining the video's relevance
and then post two discussion questions. Students are also required to watch two videos from other

Students—answerthe-diccuccionquections smdwrite a 200-word cummary explaining how the other

ctudent'c videoe relate to the cource.

Peer review

You will randomly be ascigned a partner. First, both partners will explain their final project fo the
other partner. Then, each partuner will offer 6 pointe of feedback. These ‘points” can be either
comments or questions. Finally, each partner will turn in their ascignment, which will include a lict
of (1) the feedback you offered your partner, and their reply to that feedback, and (2) the
Feedback your partner offered you and a reply to that feedback.

Final project
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You can choose *One” of any of the below projects, where the fopic rectriction ic anything that you

can tie to the course. Please think of your citvation and academic goals when choocing your project.
While you are not required to tell me your topic ahead of time, it is a great idea.

(1)Ecsay - Write 2000 to 3000-word paper. You MUST follow the ecsay ctructure format that T
explain in two documente located on Canvas, under ‘Files.” Please email me if you have any quectione
about the format.

(2)Create a comprehensive webpage where you edvcate the avdience on a topic related to the
course. You chould have 200 to 1500 worde on the webgite.

(3)Interview — Do an interview and write up an article about the inferview, in the style of an
interview in a major news outlet. The article chovld be 200 to 1500 wordb.

(7)Debate — Find someone willing to debate you on a topic related to the cource. Ack me if you want
to be paired with a classmate. You chould both research the fopic before recording a 10 to 15-
minute debate.

(5)Create your own — Send me an email well in advance and propose a final project that you believe
ie (1) well suited to your edvcational needs, desives, abilities, & goals, and (2) roughly the equivalent
amount of work as the projecte listed above.

Extra mile project details

Do not forget that the op-ed piece for Arictotle’e Ascignment ic due Friday, October §th, 2021, at
11:59 pm. The completed draft and proof of writing center visit for Plato’s project ic due Svnday,
MNovember 30th, 2021, at 11:59 pm. Remember that neither accigument ic required unless you
want to earn an A (and not Just an A-minus) for the cource. IF you are aiming for an ‘A"

remember that you only chould have picked one of the two extra mile accignments; you chould not be
doing both.

Extra mile ascignment optione (only required for those determined to earn an ‘A”
grade for the covrce (not just’ an A-minus)

... Wait wot?
To earn an ‘A" in the course (and not jost an ‘A minus”), you must complete ONE of the two
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acsignments below. Both ascignments will require submitting extra work throughout the semecter.
Different mile ascignmente at the end of the term. The two optione:

Option #1 - Plato’e project

Plato'e Project requires that you work on/ceck feedback for your final assignment throughout the
term; notably, it demands that you complete a total of 3 cubmit-minus related to drafting and
revising your final project.

(1)The first submission is simply the title of your project, a thesic claim (e, if it ic an argument,

the main thing you are arquing for if it ic comething elce, the main point of the gzg[gcﬂ and 5-8

centence overview of what you plan for the final event.

(2)The second cubmiscion muct include (1) an ouvtline of your final project; (2) three

7aer7‘/‘oh$’/ critieiem—directed At Joor outhme THat Car Come [rom oo of The FOllowing persong:

clasemate, teaching ascistant, ASU writing center employee, come other type of tutor, lastly, friend

or family member. (3) your thoughts/responses to the questions or criticioms. The questions and
eriticisme, as well as your replies, chould be substantial, i.e., not comething like, “nice introduction,”
or, ‘yes, I agree and will try to be more direct.” IF you are at a losc for words, give specific examples
of how you will make changes in response to the feedback.

(4) A completed draft and proof that you had an appointment at ASU% writing center, where you
discucsed the paper. IF you have your tutor or another place within ASU that you like to turn to for
writing help, you cam use that source instead of ASUe writing center, but you ctill must provide
proof of a meeting focused on the draft.

Option #2 - Aristotle’c assignment overview

Hic assignment revolves around newspaper op-ed articles, which I often use as a tool for improving
ctudent writing becauce (1) The grammar, ctyle, and centence structure tend to be excellent, i.e.,
clear, ctraightforward, and avoiding vnnecessary complications. I highly encourage any ctudent
wanting to become a better writer to ctart reqularly reading 1 or 2 op-ed articles from a major
newspaper each week, and (2) These articles are often ‘Philosophy light,” i.e., they are chort
arquments that try to convince the reader of the avthor’s point of view. Philocophy papers have the
came bagic structure: they are arquments that attempt to percvade others of a certain viewpoint,

and for thic cource, an ethical view.
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Aristotle’s assignment requires cubmitting three individval discucsion poste throughout the term in
addition to your sp-ed article (200 to 400 worde) due on the last day of the course. The diccussion
poste are due weeks 2, 4, and 6, and there will be a cpecial discussion board just for this
agsignment. The seats are baced on an op-ed article that you must read to write your eccay. Since
there are three discussion posts, that means reading three op-ed articles in preparation for writing
your op-ed piece. The diccussion posts are chort and ctraightforward, and the main point ic to
make cure you are reading as required. First, each diccuscion poct chould include the title of the
article the name of the newspaper/news website where it is publiched. Next, a link to the
publication; 1-3 cenfences cummarizing the main point of the article, and lastly, the post chould
note one point the avthor made that you either, (1) find compelling, if so mention thic point and
why you would it compelling OR, (2) you find vnconvincing, if so, mention thic point and why you are

unconvinced.

The preparation articles must be found in one of thece sovrces: The Washington Post, The Wall
Street Journal, The New York Times, or Pslitico (Politico ic a newe webgite, not a newspaper, but it
has op-ed articles too.) The articles must bear some relation to bioethics to tovch on any of the
Follswing icsues: environmental ethics, animal rights/animal ethice, public health, pandemic ethics,
and anything related to mental or phycical medical care.

The last part of this ascignment ic writing a 200-400 op-ed piece of your own on any topic related

to bioethics. Follow the ctyle and ctructure of the articles you read in preparation.

Extra credit details

Becavse thic covrce ic completion pasc/Fail baced, extra credit ascignments do not give different
points but only make up for micsed for failed ascignmente—For-example—if-yootfoil-a—guiz-ormicea—
discucsion post, you can turn in one extra credit acsignment to make vp for it. Please note that
additional credit allowe you to make up for mictakes earlier in the semecter. [Hence, rather than

acking if you can make vp ascignments, first cee if you can make vp the points via extra credit.

Extra credit options
Lecture discussion questions -During the lecture, I will ack quectione for the audience to ‘think
about.” The questions will also be on the lecture slides in red. Instead of just thinking about thece

questions, you can write down your answers for extra credit. Each response must be at least 130
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worde. Answering 3 questions make up for one ascignment. You can ancwer or not answer whatever

questions from the lectures that you want. Your answers can all be from different courcec.

(1)Extra video reply
IF you do the reply part of the vides lecture assignment twice, this will count ac making up one

acsignment.

(2)Extra final project
IF you do an extra final project, thic will count for four asscignments.

(3)Partuer assignments & finding your acsigned partner
Agc noted above, you have two ascignments where you are randomly paired with a clasemate. I will

post a list of partnere in the announcements.

(4) Course annovncements

The covrce has pre-wriften and real-time announcements and ic labeled in the announcement title.
To maximize your performance and learning experience, please read the pre-written announcements
by the end of week 2. However, the cooner, the better. These pre-wriften amnouncements contain
hints and cvggections about accignments, readings, and other aspects of the covrse. In addition, T
also post real-time” annovncements as necessary throughout the course. Please cet up Camvas
notifications to know when a new announcement has been made, and please read as coon as
possible. You are responsible for keeping up with the course announcements, including changes to

the ascignments, due dates, grading cchemes, or other important information.

(ate assignments and course struggles

I underctand students, and I hope they will do the same to their peerc and me. We all have thinge
in life that come up and interfere with our recponsibifities from time to time. If you need an
extencion on an assignment due date, please email me. A critical college lescon is learning to ask for
help politely. IF you email me *before” comething ic due, I am typically much more sympathetic than
if you email me “after” comething ic due. IF you sugpect any reoccurring issues throughout the
course, please email me to get on the came page at the start of the term. Reaching out and
explaining your situation to professors can go a long way. (OF cource, don't take any of this to mean

that Im a puchover or that anything can go — I'm not, and it can t)

10
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IF at any point you are struggling with the cource material, the webpage, or anything elce going on
with your life/ASU, please email me. It ic my job to help ctudents, and I will always do whatever T
can to help you.

Notes about email

Note 1-1 try to be on top of all student emailc and offer quick replies. Unlese I micc an email by
mistake, I will answer within 48 hourc and usually faster. If I do not respond within 48 hours,
please cend the email again, as miccing it was a mistake. Please try to understand I have more than

one course and over 100 ctudents, and while I never purposely ignore emails, mistakes happen.

Note 2 -Please feel free to send me a quection about the covrse, about ASU, or any related issue you
are strvggling with. I am happy to help whenever I can.

Note about teaching style.

Profeccors, bosces, colleagues, ete., are all different. And one of the most valuable skills anyone can
have in life is learning fo judge percons and their perconalities and adjust behavior and
expectatione accordingly. I am forgetful. I am laid back and cacual. I ctrongly believe in treating
percons as individuals, i.e., changing treatment according to needs. I want to help thoce who wish
to help. Some downsides of these traite: I cometimes forget to post things or make carelecs
mistakes (i.e., cpelling.) The upside is T am very underctanding of other percons’ mistakes and life
circumstances, “a¢ long as there ic an effort to commounicate. *IF you need extended deadlines, help
with comething, etc. I will be accommodating ac long as you contact me before the deadline ic
micsed, before you get too far behind, etc. Moreover, if you find one particular aspect of the cource
not helpful for your personal academic goals, & if you alco think you have an alternative that would
be more helpful, let me know, and I will cee what I can do.

Student responsibilitiec (The list befow is “not” exhavstive)

XXX

Students are responsible for reading their emaile and keeping up to date with clacs
annovncements on Canvas. You must accept that if you do not read your email and check the
course annovncements regularly, you can miss important information about this couvrse, including

changes fo the syllabus, acsignments, and due dates.

¥XTF & student ic having difficulties, there ic help available. First, the student should email me
and ask for help. These difficulties might or might not be because the material is complex.
11
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Studentse might just be dealing with other strescors in life that affect class performance. T
typically vnderstand these sitvatione and will help you however I can. But you muct talk fo me, or
email me, and ask for help.

***Before posting final cemester grades, I will email the class and ask ctudents to check for
mistakes. Students must go over their course grades to protect themselves from being harmed by

an unintentional error.

**XCtudents should always be kind, respectful, understating, and well-mannered to one another
and me. Failvre To do thic can hort a ctudent’s participation grade, and repeated violations are

grounds for removal from the cource.

***The clags has a Canvas webpage (obviously.) Students should check it regularly, ecpecially the
announcement section. The Canvas sitfe chould be vsed as directed.

Grading criteria and grading philocophy exploined
I achieved my cet-up by teaching many covrses and aftempting variovs grading ctructures. In doing
this, I have always kept the following in mind, which I find meaningful and relevant in recpect to

grading criteria:

1. Ac an inctructor, I find it ecpecially important that ctudentc engage in open and cincere dialogue
and diccuscion with their classmates. Ideally, they do thic without metaphorically looking over their
choulder out of worry that the peer prescure monster and the GPA monster are coming to get
them.

2. Itis éeyam/ 7ae:‘7‘/on n my mind that we five in a time of macsive grade inflation. In the (/S
roughly 50% of all high cchool stvdente graduate with straight A'c. (Click herefor link to an article
on arade inflation,). Becoavse of thic, univercity profeccors are put in a difficult position (e especially

humanities inctructorse who cant appeal to a straight right and wrong answer like math ) having

to balance what qrades uced fo mean, are supposed to tell and what they currently communicate.

Even if at one time a specific letter grade communicated, ‘qood work,” it might not chare thie

anymore, given the truthe about grade inflation. Moreover, a profecsor ic only one person and

cannot change a cociety-wide trend by their own unilateral decicion.

3. Becavse of the reaconc listed in 2, ctudents can become eacily distracted and diccouraged with
any ascignment grade earning less than an A or even earning lese than full- credit. T suspect cuch
12
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ctudent worries and diccovragement inferfere with clasemates’ honest, open, and creative
discucsions. It alco interferes with the came type of autonomouc intellectual efforts when

completing ascignmente like writing an escay, decigning a webpage, or creating a video -post.

4. I am a big believer in individval edvcation as much a¢ poscible. After all, we all have different
intellectual hictories, goals for the future, learning strengthe, ctyles, weaknecses, and other reacons
For taking this covrse. Hence what ic intellectually helpful for one person might not be intellectually
beneficial for another. This ic why I try to have a  very flexible approach: many acsignments
allow you to choose between multiple methods of completion; the diccuscion quections and extended
partner diccuscion leave a lot of room to addrese different ethical iscues that you might find
meaningful, and alco, the grading structure allows ctuvdents to choose a path for the cource that is

best for their edveational wants, needs, and qoals.

With the above /n mind here are Lhe qrading rules that delimeate how

your grade will be determned for the course.
1. All ascignmente are graded on a pass/fail scale, and your final grade ic determined by the

number of ascignments pasced and which ascignments are given.

2. Pacsing particular ascignments ic nececsary to earn exceptional lefter grades, even if the total
number of ascignments pasced would stherwice result in the decired grade. /Votaé/y, in addition to
not failing/missing more than two complete ascignments, earning any grade above a ‘C” requires
passing the final project. Moreover, if you want to make an ‘A” (and ot Just an ‘A minus, ") you
must give the “The Extra Mile” acsignment deccribed below.

3. The standard for ‘passing”ic, (1) the work ic of acceptable vniversity-level quality, (2) It is
evident that ctudents put sincere effort into the acsignment, (3) The student followed directions.
However, if any directions were not followed, the shortf-comings were minor, and (4) The student
completed the ascignment in total, i.e., did not torn in work that is cignificantly shorfer than
acsigned, that failed to answer multiple or significant quections, and that failed to complete any
non-trivial part of the assigned work.

A. Please keep in mind that pacsing is not a given

In the past, when ctudente have gotten too comfortable, I have had to fail
accignments foward the end of the term, which made it difficult to make up the work in
time for the ctudent o get their desired grade. So do not get lazy. This covrse doec not ack
that you have impressive philscophical ckille or experience. Still, it does ack — or rather
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demand, that you put forth genuine effort in concidering and reflecting on ethical problems
relevant to the course. Tt also acks (demands) that you put forth thic effort when engaging

with your classmates.

B. If you fail an ascignment and the last day of Session A has not already passed, you

can recubmit the work and receive pacsing credit.

You must read the deccription of the particvlar ascignmente below to know if resubmitting
requires only improving vpon your previous work or if it also demande additional cteps. Also,

you must notify me by personal email (mpriect2@acu.edu NOT via Canvac email) that you

have recubmitted the work as Canvas will not cend me any wotification. Quizzes have a
particvlar make-up policy that ic described below. If you fail a partner accignment, it
might or might not be poscsible to cimply recubmit in hopes of getting a paccing grade on
round two. Whether thic is poccible will depend on the nature of why you failed, whether
your partuer alco failed, ete. I you fear that you cannot cimply recubmit an improved
agsignment and would ctifl like to make it up, cend me an email, and we will make an

alternative arrangement.

C. By the time you know your final cource grade, there will probably not be enough time to
make up assignments and raise your grade before official postings.

However, there chouldnt be too much reason to worry becavse, (1) by this time in the
course, you should have a good idea. of what counte ag ‘passing, "(2) if you are ecpecially
concerned about pacsing, you can alwaye send in the ascignment, or a draft of the
accignment, ahead of time and I will let you know if you are on track to pass, and, (3) if
there are particular/personal circumstances that account for failing the ascignment it will
be poscible to hold your grade for the cource with and “I” while you complete/resubmit
relevant material. The I (. Tncomplete) grade ic just a placeholder and does not inflvence
your GPA. However, if you are required to pacs/be enrolled in a minimum number of cources
per semester becauce of ccholarships, student-athlete rules, international student status,
Financial aid, or any other reason — then be sure to check with your academic advicer on
how an incomplete might affect your ctatus (that ic, if you are considering taking an
incomplete. )

D. There is an alfernative to recvbmitting failed assignments: extra credit. Becavse there

are no traditional points in thic cource, extra credit cannot be underctood in the
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conventional sense of offering different pointe. However, extra credit in thic course
replaces other failed or missed assignments. So, for inctance, if you fail two quizzes and
mis two discussion posts, you can receive credit for all of these failed/missed
quizzes/discussion poste by completing extra credit ascignmente. IF you make up the
acsignments via extra credit, there ic no need to recubmit what was failed/missed.

Frequently acked ctudent quections.

Q - Ic thic clags hard?

A- It depends on what you mean by demanding, and it also depends on your goals. It is not hard in
the sense that you will have to cucceed in demonctrating a particular ckill cet that you might not
have in your toolbox. All students should get an A in the course if they are willing to put in a sincere
and honest effort. On the other hand, the covrse can be challenging becavce putting forth thie
effort can be tiring, time-consuming, and involve going out of our comfort zone. You might have to
reqularly do covrce readings when you are vced to ckipping them. You might feel vncomfortable
engaging in a direct video conversation with your clasemates, or you might find the last two weeks
of the cource a bit overwhelming. That caid, being okay with an ‘A minus” instead of a reqular ‘A"
results in a siguificantly ‘eagier” course, and if you are okay with a B, C, or D, each of those ic
progrescively lese difficult.

Q-I¢ there a lot of reading?

The total number of pages I accign for a. 300-level philocophy cource ic definitely on the lower cide
of things. HOWEVER, many students might find different about my course becavse you cimply
cannot get away with ckipping the readinge. You cannot depend on power-pointc and common sence.
The weekly quizzes are  an escential part of your grade, and they are difficult or impossible to pass
without reading (don’t learn the hard way. ) On the other hand, if you complete the reading, the
quizzec are accessible. So if you are comeone that veually doesn't do the reading, be aware that you
will have to have different habite for thic covrse. That caid, T keep the length of the required tascks
purpocely chort becausce I want them to be manageable and manageable.

Q- What doec this covrce have to do with the job I want to get after gradvating? It doesnt seem
to have anything to do with my future line of work, co why do I have to fake thic clacs?
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A- Well, accuming you are in college because the job you want requires or strongly cuggests getting a
BA degree, you might ask your future employer why they need thic. Many required courses in college
are designed to make you a befter intellectual overall i.e., they are the push-ups and lap running
equivalent of basketball and football. These conditioning exercices might not ceem like they are
related to the sport. St they do because they make players better all-around athletes (and this ic
why coaches require conditioning becavse it does help.) Likewise, philscophy makee you a better

overall intellectual, even if it might not seem directly relevant o your line of work.

Q- I am introverted and anti-cocial, and I don't want to talk fo my classmates. Do I have to?

A- I empathize, trust me, ac my introverted nature was never a fan of partner ascignmente.
However, ac a professor, I have to balance what is bect for studente. We have a large and diverse
group of percons with very different perconalities and learning preferences. Many students
ctruggle with online cchool/courses even though they have to take this path for practical reasons.
These students very frequently report loving the partnered assignments and that it made a
difference in both their enjoyment of the covrse and what they learned.

Moreover, whenever I fake a survey of students, about 80% favor more partuer work. So trust
me, I empathize, but this was the best path for the clacs overall. On the bright side, only two
acsignments require direct/live convercation, and all the other possible ascignments have

alternativee that do not involve interaction.

Q-1 like this class, but it would be even better if we could have more discussions as a group. Ic
there a way to make this happen?

A- Students take online clacses for many reacons. For come, thic ic just one online clase that
happened to fit with their schedule, and they vsually take on the ground courses. Other ctudents
have to do online because of family or employment commitmentc or recent lifestyle changes related
to the COVID-17 pandemic. On the other hand, come students prefer thic learning style, ac they
enjoy working independently, and learning via more socially oriented methods ic difficult. See the
question above. So I have fo balance all of thece different needs, and the amount of interaction in
the covrse is based on thic atfempt at balancing. That caid, if you enjoy the inferactive parte of
the covrse, there are opportunities for you to have more of this: You can choose a final inferactive
project — even if you don't have a partner, just email me, and I will cet you up with one. You can alco
choose to do extra credit assignments in place of reqular ascignments, and some of the additional

credit assignments involve working with your peers.
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Q- Auy fl',b.{’?

A- Yec — in all cerisusness — read the syllabus from start o finich THREE TIMES before ctarting
thic course. At least half of student disappointments are from not reading the syllabus. I know it

long and painful, but it will make what comes <o, co much more manageable.

(etter grade criteria

First,

K Je D2 e DD e e E
Special notes

LL2 2222 2222222724

(1)70 earn an A" “you most” complete the Extra Mile Acsignment. IF you are okay with an
A-minus or lower, you DO NOT have to do the Extra Mile Assignment. It is explained above in the

cource cchedule.

(2) The information about "A-plus” grades is alco explained above.

Specific requiremente to earn different letter gradec (ASU only gives plus and minus
grades for A'c and B%.)

THREE KEY DEFINITIONS

(1). THE FINAL PROJECT COUNTS AS 5 (FIVE) ASSIGNMENTS

(2) THE PARTNER ASSTGNMENTS COUNT AS 3(THREE) ASSIGNMENTS

(3) THE GRADING ASSIGNMENT COUNTS AS 2 (TWO )ASSIGNMENTS

(3) ALL OTHER ASSIGNMENTS COUNT AS 1 (ONE) ASSIGNMENT

The ‘D" letter grade requires: (1) Pacsing at leact one major acsignment, AND (2) missing no
more than four minor assignments. Alternatively, a ctudent can earn a ‘D" by (1) Pacsing 2

Major ascignments and (2) passing at least two minor ascignments.
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The ‘C” letter grade requires: (1) Pacsing at least 2 Major ascignmente and (2) Micsing no more
than three minor acsignments. Alternatively, a “C” can be earned by (1) Pacsing three major
acsignments and (2) passing at least three minor acsignments.

The “B- (minus)” letter grade requires (1) Pacsing at feact three major ascignments, and (2)
Micsing no more than two minor acsignments, OR (1) Pacsing all four significant ascignmente,
and (2) Micsing no more than four minor acsignments, OR (1) Pacsing just two major
acsignments, and (2) missing ZERO minor acsignments.

The ‘B” letter grade requires (1) Pacsing at three east three major assignments and (1) missing
zero minor
acsignments, or (2) Pacsing Four major acsignments and (2) missing no more than four minor

acsignments.

The ‘B+” letter grade requires (1) Pacsing four significant acsignments and (2) missing no more

than three minor agsignments.

The ‘A- (minus)” letter grade requires (1) Pacsing four major acsignments and (2) missing no
more than 1

minor agsignment.

The ‘A” letter grade requires all that an ‘A —(minus” letter) grade requirec in addition to
completing/passing ONE (out of two options) extra mile ascignment described earlier in thic
cyllabus.

**X Keep in mind the very generous policy on making up missed or failed ascignments described
earlier in the cyflabus
***Keep in mind that extra credit allows stvdents to receive credit for passing assignments they

either failed or didnt turn in. Extra credit is simply an afternative way to make up missed or
tailed acsignments.

ASU resources, policies, and special information
Cheating and plagiariem
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DO NOT DO IT. Cheating, plagiarism, and sther vislatione of academic inteqrity are grounds for
Failing the covrse and may result in a permanent mark on your academic record via commonication
with the dean and other ASU adminictrators. Plagiaricm is taking the work of sthers and pascing
it off as your own. Plagiaricm, however, is not the only way to vislate academic integrity or act in a
manner that shows academic dichonesty. Ignorance reqarding what qualifies as plagiaricm,
cheating, academic integrity, or academic dichonesty ic NOT an excuce. Please read Arizona State
University’s academic integrity policy here: At?‘,br://,brouas'tag'u.ea(u/acaa/em/c—inteyr/‘ty

Accescibility statement

In compliance with the Rehabilitation Act of 1923, Section 509, and the Americans with
Dicabilities Act of 1990, professional disability specialists and support ctaff at the Dicability
Recource Center (DRC) facilitate a comprehensive range of academic cupport servicee and
accommodations for qualified stvdents with dicabilitiec. Qualified students with dicabilities may be
eligible to receive academic support servicee and accommodations. Eligibility ic based on qualitying
disability docomentation and assecement of individual needs. Students who believe they have a
current and essential need for disability accommodations are responsible for requesting
accommodations and providing qualifying documentation fo the DRC. Every effort is made o provide
reasonable accommodations for qualified ctudente with dicabilities. Qualified ctudents who wich to
request an accommodation for a dicability chovld contact their campus DRC. Tempe Campus.
htte://www.acu.edu/ctudentaffaire/ed/drc/480-965-1234 (oice) 480-965-9000 (TTY).

More ASU Recouvrces

ASU counseling cervices (Life is hard, don't do it alone.)
ASU writing centere and writing futoring

ACl veteran services inclucion cervicee
ASU international ctudent cervices

ASU cexual viclence cervices

ASU LGBT cervices h tt,bg':// eocs.acu.edu/out

Other cervices

Univercities, ecpecially a univercity like ASU, are unlike almoct any other place you will ever o to
again. The number of resources at your fingertips ic actounding, and moct ctudents ctruggle in
ignorance of all the free cources of help. There are resources to help with perconal struggles and
help get a job, tutoring of all kinds, finding a place to live, for health and dental care, finding an
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internship, building cocial connections, and much more. Please explore these resources while you can
— once you gradvate, you will wich you had. Feel free to ask if you have any cpecific quections about
available resources. (P.S. - alco know that even after you gradvate, the university is often happy to
help their alumni with a range of iccuec such as finding a job and finding healtheare. It wont be
a¢ easy as when you were a student, but free help can ctifl be found. )

Class cchedule/assigned readinge

Please remember that excloding weeke 1,7 & 8, your diccussion poct ascignment ic dve every Sunday
at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time. (Weeks 2 and § have vides posts and replies due via the discucsion
Forum.)

NOTES

*“Please remember that EXcluding weeks 1 & 8, a quiz on the assigned reading ic due every Sunday
by 11:59 pm Phoenix, Arizona time. Week one the quiz ic a syllabus quiz, and we have no quiz in
week eight

*Acsignments dve dates that affect all studente are in bold red.

*Accignment dve dates for Aristotle’c assignments are in bold green.

*Acscignment dve dates for Plato’c project are in bold pink

WEEK ONE
No Reading. Topics: Philocophy, autonomy, and the principle of charity.

Autobiography & syllabus quiz due Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix, AZ time.
Syllabus quiz due Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time.

WEEK TWO

Campbell Chapter 1, ‘What ic bioethice?” Campbell Chapter 2, ‘Moral theories”

Aristotle’c assignment diccuscion poct one ic dve Sunday at 11:59 pm (not for everyone, cee
syllabus above.)

WEEK THREE

Taking Sides: Should a pregnant woman be puniched for exposing her fetus to rick?

Taking Sides: Should pharmacists be allowed to deny prescriptions on the grounds of conscience?
Plato’s project’s first submission is dve Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time (not for everyone,
cee above.)

WEEK FOUR
20
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Campbell Chapter 4, “‘Clinical Ethics”

Taking Sides: Should Mew Druge Be Given to Patiente Qutside Clinical Triale?

Extended partner discussion/midferm ascignment dve Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix, AZ time
Aristotle’s assignment diccuscion post two is due Sunday at 11:59 pm (not for everyone, cee
cyllabus above. )

WEEK FIVE

Campbell Chapter S, ‘Recearch”

Taking Sides: May doctors offer medical drvgs and surgery to stop a dicabled child from maturing?
Plato’s project’e second submiscion is due Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time (not for everyone,

cee above.)

WEEK SIX

Campbell Chapter 6, “Justice”

Taking Sides: Ic an individual mandate to purchase health insurance fair?

Aristotle’e assignment diccuscion poct three ic due Sunday at 11:59 pm (not for everyone, cee
cyllabus above.)

Please remember that there IS a quiz on the reading this week but no traditional diccuscion poct
on the reading. lfideo assignment firct diccuscion post is due Sunday at 11:59 pm Phoenix, AZ
time*

Taking Sides: Should vaccination for HPV be mandated for teenage girle? Taking Sides: Should
there be a market in human organc?

Platot project final submicsion is dve Friday at 17:59 pm Phoenix AZ fime (not for everyons, cee
above.)

WEEK EIGH1
No acsigned reading No reading quiz

No traditional discucsion post

Peer Review dve Tuecday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time Video reply due Thoreday at 11:59 pm
Phoenix AZ time Final project due Friday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time.

Extra credit (optional) ic due Friday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time

Aristotle’c assignment final op-ed submission is due Friday at 11:59 pm Phoenix AZ time.
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